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Criteria

The essay is marked according to four criteria — Content, Communicative
Achievement, Organisation, Language. You may get from one to five points for each
criterion. So the maximum score for your essay can be 20 points. An official
description of the marking system looks like that (again from ‘Handbook for

Teachers’, 2023):

The following assessment scale, extracted from the one on the previous page, is used for marking candidate responses.
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Errors do not impede

The table seems confusing because it is originally aimed at professionals and
contains a lot of terms. So let me describe them in plain English and give a couple of
practical guidelines that you could use to write your own essays more effectively.

1. Content

Always do what you are asked to do in the task. This tip may sound silly but ignoring
it has a serious impact on Content. Relevance to the task is vital. So when the task
expects you to give your opinion, express it. When a choice is implied, make it in the
Introduction. The same refers to solutions — show that the text is going to be about
them. And never digress from the topic. Never.

2. Content
Always include the third point ‘Your idea’ I've seen enough texts where this point

was totally forgotten. You must develop it to get more chances for a better mark on

Content.
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How to Write an Opinion Essay

When a task expects you to express your opinion, you need to agree, disagree or give a
mixed position right in the introduction. For instance, you have this task:

Some people say you don't need much money to be happy. What do you think?

Notes

Write about:

1. when money is necessary

2. having the latest gadgets

S (your own idea).

Your introduction should contain an answer to What do you think? rather than general
words.

Avoid this:

There is an opinion that money is not related to happiness. It's a controversial question.

Do like this:

There is an opinion that money is not related to happiness.

1) I absolutely agree with it (You agree with all the points)

2) I totally disagree with it (You disagree with all the points in the task)
3) I partly agree with this (a mixed position)

The last, mixed, position, is not so easy to prove — you might mix up the arguments, get
digressed and write off-topic. So take such a position only if you feel that you cannot

fully agree or disagree.

Please see three samples with different positions on the same topic:
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Sample 1. ‘| agree’

Task: Some people say you don’t need much money to be happy. What do you think?
Write about:

1. when money is necessary

2. having the latest gadgets

S cernnnse (your own idea)

The first sentence paraphrases the task

e

There is an opinion that money is not directly related to happiness. A lot of

Optional. Add more about this opinion

rich people lead a life full of frustrations, whereas those with a lower income
might be satisfied with what they have. I agree that wealth does not imply
happiness./ Your position
Point 1 — money
e~ First of all, substantial finances, so necessary for medical purposes, do not
guarantee life. In serious cases people die no matter how much money they invest
in their recovery. What happiness can we talk about here? .
o gs_as ’ Point 3 — expensive clothes, it may go to the next paragraph
1. Use linking words int 2 d if you can develop it in a different way
2. Use reference words Point 2 — gadgets
Second, life satisfaction is rarely guaranteed with up-to-date gadgets or designer
clothes. Although they may give some sense of achievement in the beginning, this
feeling does not normally last long. It is based on material goals that prove
meaningless without spiritual values. It is help, sacrifice or love that m@
regardless of the size of ‘thfeir;wallet.
Your position again
Allin all, it is obviously unwise to argue that money and happiness are inseparable.

Finances neither save people’s life nor inspire them via material objects.

(165 words) About those three points again
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