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Writing Criteria in CAE (C1 Advanced) 3
1. An essay. A task from ‘Complete Advanced’. University and future jobs4
2. An essay. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests. Music 5
3. An essay. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests’ Learning a

language 6
4. An essay. A task from ‘Cambridge Practice Authentic Tests’ Being
environmentally friendly 7
5. An essay. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests’. Consumer
hoices 8
6. An essay. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests. Studying
science. 9
7. Aletter to a friend. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests’.
Providing information 10
8. A review. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests’. A
non-fiction book 11
9. Areview. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests’. A fiction
book 12

10. A review. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests’ A film 13
11. A review. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practive Tests’ A music

festival 14
12. A review. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practive Tests’ Car
sharing 15

13. A formal letter. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests’ 16
14. A report. From ‘Complete Advanced' Language learning 17



9. Areview. A task from ‘Cambridge Authentic Practice Tests’ A
fiction book

We need your help to compile a reading list of book titles for our new book group! So
far, we have 20 members; men and women ranging in age from 17 to 58. Please send
us your review of a book that you think will appeal to our group members giving
reasons for your choice. Thank you.

(309 words)

No sooner had | seen your ad than | realised the “Flowers for Algernon” would be a perfect
option for your book club. The topics raised in this thought-provoking and somewhat
controversial novel could appeal to people of nearly any age and gender.

The story revolves around a kind-hearted feeble-minded young man Charlie Gordon who has
been thrown into the harsh world of human relationships after a scientific experiment. The
newly born prodigy becomes aware of the actual people’s attitude towards him and his cured
flaw. But a sudden rapid loss of intellect prevents Charlie from adopting his own stance on the
observed cruelty. The dilemma of the book still puzzles me. What would be better for Charlie:
to have the experience and become miserable or always stay handicapped but happy?

Such a question might be raised by any person regardless of their background. The club
members must already have faced the conscious choice between a lie and the truth, seen the
marking line between love and hate, delight and misery, and even felt the pain of being
slightly different. So the book about the weird genius Algernon could make brilliant reading as
it definitely provides the original interpretation of familiar issues and gives more food for
thought. As a single representative of the middle-age generation, | have failed to develop a
particular position apart from infinite compassion and empathy. But this opportunity is easily
accessible to a group of people willing to share their own experiences.

I would recommend you to include “Flowers for Algernon” in the reading list, since it might
stimulate meaningful discussions in the club, which reinforces the essence of a reading
community per se. Besides, it would be quite informative to observe diverse social groups
exchange ideas and share various experiences about the events and feelings similar to those
described in the book.



